









carrot at 
Hast bloc 





By Paul Bedard 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES 





President Bush, preparing for a 
historic trip next week to Eastern 
Europe, said yesterday he will press 
the communist leaders of Poland 
and Hungary to expand democratic 
reforms in return for economic aid 
— a package he'll then try to sell to 
Western Europe at the July i4-17 
economic summit. 

“We believe the Western democra- 
cies must coordinate their economic 
and technical assistance programs 
to provide real help at a time of his- 
toric change in these two countries,” 
Mr. Bush told foreign reporters yes- 
terday. 

Mr. Bush’s comments, a week be- 
fore he takes his seat at the economic 
summit following meetings with 
Polish Gen. Wojciech Jaruzelski and 
Hungary’s Bruno Ferenc Straub, in- 
dicate he will make Western support 
of reforms in Soviet states a key 
topic at the Paris gathering. 

Mr. Bush said he will encourage 
Western leaders to help “end the eco- 
nomic and political division of Eu- 
rope, and that’s why we will propose 


ways to work together to assist eco- - 


nomic’ recovery. and. democratic 
change in Poland and Hungary.” 


But, help, from: thë industrialized. 


world must follow firm promises of. 


further democratic and economic 
reform in the communist countries, 
he said. 


Mr. Bush said he’ll.tell the Polish 


and Hungarian leaders, “We’re look- 
ing for change. We have this policy 


that we call differentiation, and it’s | 


see BUSH, page A8 





Fear keeps 
kids inside 
in Fairfax 


By Jonathan Higuera 
ana Dawn M. Weyrich 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


Scores of frightened parents in 
Fairfax County kept their children 
indoors yesterday as police stepped 
up the search for the kilier of 10- 
year-old Rhiannon “Rosie” Gordon. 

In the aftermath of Rosie’s slay- 


ing, at least eight playgrounds in. 


Burke were empty yesterday after- 
noon, a sharp contrast to the days 
before the killing, when hundreds of 
kids played freely and without fear. 

“We have a community that is ex- 
tremely frightened and concerned,” 
said Fairfax County Supervisor 
Sharon Bulova, Annandale Demo- 
crat. “Families with small children 
are especially afraid. . . . This sort of 
thing doesn’t happen around here.” 

Rosie was found dead Tuesday 
morning in a grove of pine trees 
about seven miles from her Lake 
Braddock home. Police said she was 
strangled and might have been sex- 
ually molested. They also said they 
were investigating the possibility 
that the killer could be responsible 
for recent sexual assaults of other 
Virginia children. 

As police intensified their man- 
hunt and announced that they were 
searching for a white man in a blue 
car for questioning, neighbors gal- 
vanized, throwing a protective net 
around their children in the nor- 
mally placid 1,300-home Lake Brad- 


see FAIRFAX, page A10 





o Memorial service to be held in 
Burke. Obituary on page B4. 
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of Israeli bus, causing it to crash 





By Arieh O' Sulien 


THE ASSOCIATED, PRESS. 





“ABU GHOSH, Israel — A Pales- 
tinian . shouting “Godis great!”. 


grabbed the steering wheel of an Is- 
raeli bus yesterday and veered it into 
a 200-foot ravine where it exploded 
in flames, killing 14 passengers. 
‘Twenty-seven others were injured. 


US. officials said seven of the in- 
jured were Americans, including a 
woman who was’ visiting Israel to 
watch her daughter compete in the 
Maccabiah Games for Jewish ath- 
letes. Another of the injured. was 
identified as Canadian. The injured 
were not identified. 

Helicopters brought up the dead 
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-and injured victims from the gutted 


chassis of the bus, which lay in a 
circle of burned grass below the Tel 
Aviv-Jerusalem. highway, eight 
miles west of Jerusalem. Also 
hauled up were bags of victims’ 
belongings, including glasses, 
shoes, purses and wallets, and a 
Book of Psalms. 


“I can't describe it. ... You see 
something black that just a few min- 


ing,’ said © > : 
Hiss aso Wes A. himan De U Hamas, the Islamic resistance 


Rami Yaffe, head of the fire brigade 
that helped in rescue operations. 


Officials also said. two persons | 


were unaccounted for. 
Police arrested an Arab bus pas- 


_senger from the occupied territor- 


ies. “We know for certain that this 


‘man is the attacker,’ said Police 


Commissioner David Krauss. “May- 
be he was the one who also planned 


it. Inside the bus, he acted alone.” 


The man, in his mid-20s, was seen 
by photographers lying on the 
ground with a bandage on his head. 


Police said the attacker, who sur- 
vived the crash and was taken into 
custody, was.a radical Moslem fun- 
damentalist belonging either to 


group, or Islamic Jihad, a Moslem 
group that advocates armed strug- 
gle against Israel, Itim news agency 
reported, according to Reuters news 
‘agency. 


see BUS, page A8 
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to cut arsenal, 
but for a price 


By Andrew Borowiec 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


STRASBOURG, France — Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev of- 
fered yesterday to cut an undis- 
closed number of nuclear weapons 
from the Kremlin’s arsenal if NATO 
agreed to talks on eliminating short- 
range missiles from Europe. 


Western diplomatic sources 
promptly pointed out that the Soviet 
Union had at least 10 times as many 
such weapons as NATO and that the 
offer was more likely aimed at sway- 
ing public opinion in Europe than at 
Western arms negotiators. 


There was the danger, they said, 
that Mr. Gorbachev’s offer could re- 
open the recent rift within NATO 
over tactical nuclear force negoti- 
ations. The matter was temporariiy 
resolved at a May 29 NATO summit 
in Brussels, Belgium, when Western 


_ leaders adopted a proposal by Pres- 


e U.S. officials “underwhelmed” 
by Soviet offer. Story on page A8. 

ə Gorbachev faces a divided War- 
saw Pactalliance. Story onpage A7. 


ident Bush to put off negotiations on 
tactical weapons until progress is 
made on reducing conventional ar- 
senals in Europe. 


Mr. Bush reacted to Mr Gorba- 
chev’s latest initiative by noting the 
NATO accord. “I don’t want to get off 
track” by reopening the issue of 
short-range nuclear forces, the pres- 
ident told reporters in Washington. 


Mr. Gorbachev made the offer to 
the Council of Europe here at the 
end of a three-day visit to France. He 
was the first communist leader to 
address the group, consisting of 177 
parliamentarians from 23 West Eu- 
ropean democracies. The Soviet 
Union recently was given “guest” 


see ARSENAL, page A10 





By Frank J: Murray 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


. Administration officials contin- 
ued yesterday to stonewall reporters 
on the growing federal “call boy” in- 
vestigation, apparently hoping the 
scandal will fade before President 
Bush is asked his view of a late-night 
White House tour that reportedly in- 
cluded two male prostitutes. 

Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady, who heads the Secret Ser- 
vice, reluctantly conceded yester- 
day at the White House that the 
agency is looking into the July 3, 
1988, tour — one of several arranged 
by a Secret Service officer for lob- 
byist Craig J. Spence. 

. Meanwhile, White House sources 
confirmed that President Bush has 
followed the stories of the late-night 
visit and Mr. Spence’s links to a ho- 
mosexual prostitution ring under in- 
vestigation by federal authorities 
since they were disclosed June 29 in 
The Washington Times. But top offi- 
cials won’t discuss the stories’ sub- 
stance, reportediy even among 
themselves. 

“Mr. Bush knows about the story. 
Yes he does. He's aware of the story,” 
said one White House source who, 
like virtually all the others, insisted 
on anonymity. 

Press officers have rebuffed re- 
peated requests to obtain Mr. Bush’s 
reaction and decline to discuss in- 
vestigations or fallout from the dis- 
closures. 

“I don’t have anything on that,” 
said Deputy Press Secretary B. Jay 
Cooper, the latest member of the 
press office to respond. 

“There’s no gain in talking about 
it? explained an official who de- 
clined to be quoted by name. “It only 
makes the story grow and helps keep 
it alive” 

The president has not had “seri- 
ous discussion” about the reports 
even with his most senior aides, in- 
cluding Chief of Staff John Sununu, 
according to another source. 

Reports on the matter have been 
included in the Daily Press Sum- 
mary, a comprehensive half-inch- 
thick digest of print and broadcast 
media stories and editorials pre- 
pared by a division of the White 


see PROBE, page A10 


® This is a job for Barbara Bush. 
Pruden on Politics, page A4. 
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Scandal 
no use to 
Democrats 


By Ralph Z. Hallow 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


Democrats, who count homo- 
sexuals as a key constituency, are 
unlikely to use the Republican call- 
boy and blackmail scandal as an eth- 
ics weapon against the GOP in 1990, 
political analysts said. 

But some also said the unfolding 
scandal, should it reach into the up- 
per echelons of the Reagan and Bush 
administrations, could cripple Re- 
publicans among their own constit- 
uencies, especially the Christian 
right. 

“I don’t see how Democrats could 
use the Republican sex scandal in 
the next election,” said Victor Kam- 
ber, Democratic political consultant. 
“One of the Democratic Party’s con- 
stituencies is homosexuals.” 

“Ironically,” he said, The Washing- 
ton Times’ exposure of a homosex- 
ual prostitution ring involving GOP 
officials “keeps the Foley story 
alive” 


see SCANDAL, page A10 





bloc students, in North jeer Beijing 


PYONGYANG; North Korea (Reu- 
ters)— Defying intimidation and ha- 
rassment by North Korean author- 
ities, Soviet- and East European 
students at a world youth festival 
joined a growing campaign of sup- 
port for the student democracy 
movement in China. 

North Korea, which has defended 
the Chinese army’s bloody crushing 


of protests in Beijing a month ago, is 
clearly embarrassed that its close 
ally across the border is taking the 
brunt of outspoken criticism at the 


- festival. 


Attended by 20,000 foreigners, 
the 13th World Festival of Youth and 
Students is the biggest gathering of 
outsiders in isolated North Korea 
since its founding in 1948. 


ə Chinese government may be 
intensifying crackdown on dissent. 

© Industrialists’ confidence in 
Hong Kong continues to slide. 

e Stories on page A7. 
Soviet and East European dele- 
gates have delighted their Western 
colleagues and shocked their North 


Korean hosts with their public sup- 
port for the students in China. 


“If it happens in China and no- 
body speaks out, then it could hap- 
pen in-the Soviet Union and nobody 
would say anything,” Ivan Paplav- 
skis, a delegate from Estonia, said to 
loud applause at a public conference 


see JEER, page A10 
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SCANDAL 


From page Al 


Mr. Kamber was referring to a re- 
cent Republican National Commit- 
tee memorandum, later disavowed 
by RNC Chairman Lee Atwater 
which Democrats said implied that 
House Speaker Thomas Foley is ho- 
mosexual. 

“Thats another reason why the 
Democrats can’t use it [the GOP call- 
boy scandal]; he said, adding that 
“right-wing Republicans might like 
to use it against other Republicans 

‘they don’t like, but they don’t have 
the top names yet.” 

GOP political consultant Craig 
Shirley also predicted that, based on 
what has been revealed to date, the 
issue “won’t have any political con- 
sequences at ail in terms of the 1990 
elections. Democrats, after all, can’t 
attack the Republicans on the issue 
of homosexuals because it would cut 
against the Democrats’ own political 
base.” 


Gary Bauer, former Reagan 
White House policy adviser, noted, 
however, that “there are a lot of new 
voters out there who have become 
active in the Republican party. 
These folks — Southern evangeli- 


cals and a lot of urban Catholics who 
have switched party allegiance — 
are driving the Democratic Party 
nuts. 

“If big names turn out to be in- 
volved, it would risk turning off 
these new voters, particularly evan- 
gelicals who are leery about political 
invelvement in the first place.” said 
Mr. Bauer, president of the Family 
Research Council, a conservative 
pro-family organization. 

The homosexual angle, because it 
touches a political base of the Demo- 
crats and raises questions of hypoc- 
risy among Republicans who tout 
themselves as the party of tradi- 
tional family values, has made both 
sides defensive. 

Requests for comments on the 
subject from Mr. Atwater and 
Democratic National Chairman Ron 
Brown were turned down. 

Conservative homosexuals long 
have had a home in the Republican 
Party. But unlike homosexual Demo- 
crats who have been outspoken 
about their sexual practices, such 
Republicans have been discreet 
about their sexual proclivities, thus 
making it possible for even the 
highly ideological Reagan adminis- 
tration to include them in its own 
ranks. 

Charlies K. Dutcher, a former 


The Washington Times 


White House associate director of 
presidential personnel who once 
procured escort services from the 
Washington homosexual prostitu- 
tion ring now being investigated by 
federal authorities, told The Times 
that the Reagan administration was 
“very tolerant towards gays.” 

indeed, when movie star Rock 
Hudson, a homosexual who suffered 
from AIDS, died in 1985, the Rea- 
gans were among the first to offer 
public condolences. 

Mr. Dutcher, who described him- 
self as “bisexual,” said: “Nancy Rea- 
gan, half her friends were gay.” 

“That’s not surprising because the 
Reagans, after all, were Hollywood 
folks,” said a former Reagan official 
who spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity. “Even their straight friends were 
a little odd, and Nancy Reagan’s 
hairdresser and his [male] lover 
stayed in the White House.” 

But Mr. Kamber offered a differ- 
ent slant. “I don’t think the Reagans 
were tolerant,” he said. “They are 
like parents who don’t want to know 
their daughter has been. sleeping 
around. Nancy Reagan didn’t have to 
deal with the gayness of the gay men 
she knew. 

“J assure you there would not have 
been any openly gay men or lesbian 
women working in the White House,” 





From page Al 


House press office for the president 
and aides throughout the complex. 

Because the summary is an inter- 
nal document, officials would not 
disclose its reports on the news sto- 
ries. One official said, “I’m sure that 
the story was summarized, but the 
president also reads The Washing- 
ton Times and The Washington Post.” 

Mr. Brady, the ranking adminis- 
tration official to speak publicly 
about the episode, appeared non- 
plussed when asked yesterday about 
Reginald A. deGueldre, a uniformed 
White House officer who moon- 
lighted as Mr. Spence’s bodyguard 
and arranged the late-night White 
House tours. 

“Sir, were any Secret Service poli- 
cies violated by Officer deGueldre’s 
moonlighting relationship with 
Craig Spence, and, if so, what ac- 
tions have you taken to correct that?” 
he was asked. 

“Would -you repeat that again?” 
Mr. Brady requested. 

“Yes, sir, I’m talking about the UD 
[Uniformed Division] officer, Regi- 
nald deGueldre, who was working 
moonlighting for Craig Spence and 
who arranged the tours for him. I’m 
wondering if any Secret Service 


policies are violated by such moon- 
lighting, and whether these visits to 
the White House are...” 

Mr. Brady interrupted at that 
point and said, “I can’t give you a 
precise answer on that now. We'll 
certainly look into it.” 

“You don’t know if your own Se- 
cret Service is conducting an inves- 
tigation into something that’s been 
this prominent?” the secretary was 
then asked. 

“I am sure they’re looking into it,” 
he said. “The nature of that inves- 
tigation I cannot report to you at this 
time.” 

A Treasury Department spokes- 
woman said later, “The director of 
the Secret Service is looking into 
whether or not any policies have 
been violated” by the moonlighting 
or admission of outsiders to the 
White House compound. 

She said neither Mr. Brady nor the 
Secret Service would comment on 


additional matters involved in a ` 


criminal investigation by the U.S. At- 
torney’s Office of the homosexual 
prostitution ring that Mr. Spence pa- 
tronized. 

White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater and several of his deputies 
have said repeatedly that they do not 
know if Mr. Bush considered it ap- 
propriate for male prostitutes to be 
touring the White House at 1 a.m. 

. Yesterday, while talking infor- 


mally to several reporters at the 
White House, Mr. Fitzwater parried 
one question this way: “What are 
they saying, that you should have 
sexual-preference checks on people 
that come into the White House?” 

He also said, “We don’t have any 
involvement that I know of.” 

Although he has talked repeatedly 
to individual reporters, including 
those for The Washington Times, Mr. 
Fitzwater has not held a general 
briefing since before the prostitu- 
tion ring stories broke, largely be- 
cause of the holiday weekend and 
because administration experts 
gave briefings on Mr Bush’s Euro- 
pean trip, which begins Sunday. 

The last of those briefings was 


scheduled for today, but Mr. Fitz- | 


water reportedly was considering 
holding a general briefing as well, 
his first in nine days. 

Mr. Fitzwater and his staff have 
declined consistently to say if they 
would take the question to Mr. Bush, 
a practice done only rarely and gen- 
erally only on matters they expect 
the president might be willing to dis- 
cuss. 

One senior official, who insisted 
on anonymity, said it was unlikely 
any staff member would ask Mr. 
Bush such a question, discounting 
-any threats to security and portray- 
ing it as a sordid sex matter beneath 
presidential dignity. 





FAIRFAX 


From page Al 


dock section of Burke. 

“Pm scared to death about letting 
them out of my sight,’ said Janice 
Davis, the mother of three smail 
children. “We always felt comfort- 
able just watching them from the 
window, but not now” 

Another mother, Regina King, 
said “I’m going to be very protec- 
tive” and won’t allow her 4-year-old 
son Chad to ride his Big Wheel on the 
sidewalk, or visit a nearby play- 
ground, without close supervision. 


“Usually you see kids out skate- 
boarding and riding bikes, but it’s 
like a ghost town,” said Shu Bar- 
tholomew, a neighborhood repre- 
sentative for the Lake Braddock 
Community Association. The com- 
munity will hold an emergency 
meeting tonight to discuss the crisis. 


Rosie was riding her bike to her 
home on Hollins Drive after visiting 
a friend only four blocks away when 
she disappeared about 7 p.m. Sun- 
day. Her bicycle was found nearby 
with the kickstand down later that 


night, and the body was discovered 
Tuesday morning by a teen-ager 
about seven miles away. 

Meanwhile, Fairfax police yester- 
day circulated a picture of a late- 
model blue four-door sedan that was 
parked along Lake Braddock Drive 
when Rosie disappeared. 

“There’s nothing that links this 
car to her murder, but the mere fact 
it was there means we’d like to talk 
to him,” said Fairfax County police 
Capt. Rick Rappaport, head of the 
Major-crimes division. 

Police said an unidentified wit- 
ness saw the car about the same time 
and in the same area where Rosie 
was riding her bike. The witness told 
police the car appeared to be “tem- 
porarily parked,” but the witness did 
not get a close look at the driver. 

The witness did not report seeing 
Rosie in the area. 

Yesterday, police in both Fairfax 
and Arlington counties refused to tie 
Rosie’s killing to other area assaults 
of young girls but admitted they 
were investigating the possibility of 
such a link. 

On May 4, an 11-year-old Arling- 
ton girl was forced into a car at 
knifepoint, shoved onto the floor- 


board and later raped in an isolated 
area. The assailant then dropped the 
girl off near her school and disap- 
peared. Arlington investigators be- 
lieve the same man might have raped 
two other young giris, one in Arling- 
ton and another in Loudoun County. 
“All we’re doing is requesting in- 
formation on the other sexual as- 
saults and sharing information on 
our case” Fairfax County police 
spokesman Michael Proffitt said. 


Rosie’s friends were still numb 
yesterday as they: talked about the 
bouncy, vivacious girl who loved 
‘video games. She aiso specialized in 
the breast stroke on the Lake Brad- 
dock Lakers swim team. 


“Last Saturday she asked my hus- 
band to take her to Hallmark to get 
a bixthday card for one of the life- 
guards,” said Linda Cioffi, whose 12- 
year-old son, Travis, was a friend of 
Rosie’s. 


On Tuesday, Mrs. Cioffi said, 
Rosie’s friends “were just jumping 
all around” after being told errone- 
ously that the child was found alive. 
But the joy quickly turned to deep 
sadness when the truth was dis- 
closed. 





JEER 


From page Al 


on human rights. 


Pawel Bijos of Poland said: 
“There is no justification for de- 
stroying life with weapons for rea- 
sons of ideology or political doc- 
trine. We express our deep, painful 
astonishment and sorrow at the 
tragic events in China.” 


A noisy and emotional indoor 


rally drew about 500 students who 
expressed support for the Chinese 
students, making speeches and 
dancing to rock music, another first 
in closeted North Korea. 


Young Soviet and East European 
delegates have shown that the wind 
of change sweeping the Communist 
world means that China and North 
Korea can no longer count on blan- 
ket support from their socialist 
brethren. 

“We the participants in the fes- 
tival are shocked by the use of vio- 


lence against our brothers and sis- 
ters in China,” read a petition 
organized by West European dele- 
gates. 

“The measures taken by the Chi- 
hese government to stop peaceful 
demonstrations cannot be justified. 
We appeal to the Chinese govern- 
ment to respect the freedom of ex- 
pression and stop the ongoing ar- 
rests and executions,” it said. 


One of the organizers, Ola Jons- 
son from Sweden, said up to 1,000 
students had signed the petition, 
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status by the council. 

` Declaring that “the Cold War has 
been relegated to the archives? Mr. 
Gorbachev reiterated his call for a 
“common European home” his main 
theme during the visit. 

Tactical nuclear missiles, he said, 
“are an obstacle to the construction 
of our European home.” 

“Tf it became clear that NATO 
countries are ready to join us in ne- 
gotiations on tactical nuclear weap- 
ons, we could, naturally, after con- 
sulting our allies, carry out without 
delay further unilateral reductions 
in our tactical nuclear missiles in 
Europe,’ Mr. Gorbachev told the as- 
sembly. He added that he could not 

understand “why Europe tolerated 
such weapons on its continent” 

Mr. Gorbachev did not specify 
how many or what kinds of weapons 
he was prepared to scrap in ex- 


change for negotiations on the sub- 
ject. 

in his 45-minute speech, Mr. Gor- 
bachev also proposed to create a 
number of joint European institu- 


tions, increase East-West negoti- 
ations on such issues as culture and 
environment and construction of a 
transEurope high-speed train line. 

The summit came to an end with 
the French media reflecting con- 
tinuing official skepticism about the 
Kremlin leader, his prospects for 
successfully reforming the Soviet 
economy and his intentions toward 
the West. The Soviet leader was bid 
goodbye with such headlines as “A 
Summit without Gorbomania,” and 
“Meager political results” despite 
22 economic and technical agree- 
ments. 


In contrast to his visit last month 
to West Germany, Mr. Gorbachev 
failed to electrify French crowds 
and left several hundred intellectu- 
als who greeted him at the Sorbonne 
disappointed. Most found his an- 


swers to poignant questions stereo- 
typed, studded with slogans and 
phrases reminiscent of pre-glasnost 
propaganda. 

Several French editorialists re- 
minded their leaders that, at the 
joint press conference with French 
President Francois Mitterrand, Mr. 
Gorbachev seemed to support the 
continued division of Europe by 
evading a question about Germany’s 
reunification. 


Politics and history helped damp- 
en the French response. West Ger- 
mans see Mr. Gorbachev as having 
the. power to help reunify Germany 
and to rid their nation of the short- 


range missiles. 

Still, a poll published by BVA- 
Paris Match before the visit showed 
that Mr. Gorbachev is more popular 
in France than President Bush or 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. Sixty-six percent of those 
polled had “a good opinion” of Mr. 
Gorbachev and 59 percent believed 
he was sincere in trying to reform 
the Soviet Union. 


Mr. Kamber said. “It would have 
been contrary to what the Reagan 
administration stood for. That the 
Reagans closed their eyes to the gay- 
ness of those around them is a differ- 
ent thing.” 

The Secret Service and District 
police investigation of the call-boy 
ring is expected to focus public at- 
tention on subsurface tensions 
within Republican ranks between 
those who resent what they see as 
the “hidden” agenda of GOP homo- 
sexuals and those who maintain sex- 
ual preference is a private and 
unideological matter. 

Leslie Dutton, president of the 
American Association of Women, a 
conservative social issues research 
and education organization, and a 
former member of the Los Angeles 
County GOP central committee, said 
the scandal confirmed her group’s 
concern about the “growing power” 
of the homosexual bloc within the 
Republican Party. 

“The public doesn’t understand 
the extent of the problem within the 
GOP” she said. “It is a serious force 
to be reckoned with that is exerting 
its power in the field of sex educa- 
tion in the public schools and in pub- 
lic health policy particularly as it 
relates to AIDS.” 

Some conservatives also wonder 


if a homosexual presence in the Rea- 
gan White House accounted for what 
they considered a paucity of prog- 
ress on such traditional values is- 
sues as school prayer and an anti- 
abortion amendment to the Constitu- 
tion. 

According to Gary Jarmin, con- 
sultant to Religious Right organiza- 
tions, the Reagan administration 
“actually did more for many of the 
things we were pushing than it’s 
been given credit for, so I don’t be- 
lieve there was a conspiracy by peo- 
ple of that particular sexual orienta- 
tion to derail those things. 

“However, to the extent that many 
issues we wanted were not delivered, 
it may in part be because people of 
that sexual persuasion tried to siow 
down the agenda,” he said. 

The press also has become an is- 
sue in the scandal. “There has been 
a lot of talk about the story every- 
where I go,” said Democratic Na- 
tional Vice Chairman Lynn Cutler. 
“What people I know are asking is: 
‘Why isn’t this being run by the other 
press?’ ” 

Said Norman Ornstein, American 
Enterprise Institute political schol- 
ar, “I’m interested to see the way that 
journalism is working in this town 
and that no one else is picking up on 


the story to nearly the degree your 
coverage suggests it ought to be 
picked up on. 

“Even if you say the headlines 
have overdone the real scandalous 
news that’s there, this to me is a 
story” Mr. Ornstein said. “And it tells 
me something about the norms of. 
other journalistic outlets. Basically 
they are saying that if it’s a story 
raised by The Washington Times, 
we're going to do our utmost to see 
that it isn’t considered news.” 


Most observers, meanwhile, 
agreed with Mr. Kamber that the 
scandal’s impact beyond the Belt- 
way will be to compound further the 
already cloudy issue of Washington 
ethics. 

“You have a House speaker, a 
[would-be] majority leader [former 
Rep. Tony Coelho, who resigned 
from Congress effective June 15] 
and a Cabinet appointee all going 
down the drain because of personal 
conduct, and now you have another 
innuendo of sex for sale, with pre- 
sumably other top administration, 
military and congressional figures 
yet to be named,” Mr. Kamber said. 

“The rest of the country,’ he 
added, “will continue to look at 
Washington as a less than honorable 
place, a sleazy place todo business.” 
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